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Nostalgia
by Stoyan Metodiev

I'm alone in my room. Alone with my dog.

Window and bed, paintings and desk.

And so much ... very... very.... toilet paper.

I want to go outside, but I can't.

I just hope mine doesn't break the online connection.

I want this nostalgia to end. I want to go outside now.

Help me, people... help me! I want this to be over.

When will it end?... When... When... When?



Rachel
by Iris Vivero

It was the year 2020, July, a pandemic hitting the world. We have 

been in quarantine for about 6 months now. Without social 

interaction, without walks in the park. Our “normal” life has been 

taken from our hands. We are living with fear, of getting sick, of 

losing someone we love. Trying to do just that... live. Rachel, our 

little girl, doesn’t leave her room; at least Dobby, her dog, gives her 

company. Today I went to her room, the only one that has pink walls. 

She was looking through the window, the longing evident in her 

eyes. It was almost as if she could see the virus, trying to get inside 

the house. “She’s safe”, I say to myself, but why do I feel this pain in 

my chest?



by Elva Claros
Being locked up we learned to value the outdoors, to miss our friends, to miss meetings, to miss 
hugs and shake hands, to walk in the midst of people without fear, this pandemic taught us to value 
our normality, which some time we complain and the one we miss so much now 



by Maria Guerrero

In this picture I see all the women in the 
world, living through the pandemic. Everyday 
watching outside and being afraid to go out, 
not even to the store, or school, or church. I 
see what she sees outside I think of the 
germs floating in the around, getting in the 
bodies of people ,who don’t wear masks. I 
see a lot of toilet paper in the houses and 
being afraid we’re going to run out of it. I see 
her dressed very comfortable and just taking 
it easy. I see her space very clean and 
disinfected. I see a dog who’s the company 
she needs right now. I see our world and our 
new normal.



by Grace LI

Today is July 29th, 2020. Alice is siMng 
at her desk and looking out of the 
window, her puppy named Cookie stays 
with her. She has not been out for 4 
months since the spread of Coronavirus. 
Although she can meet with her family 
and friends on the internet every day, 
she is sQll very depressed. She missed 
nature, the beach, the delicious 
restaurants and chaMng with friends, 
but she didn't know when it would 
happen again. Viruses are everywhere 
outside. For safety and health, we must 
all stay at home as much as possible. 
Summer is Alice's favorite season, but 
this summer seems so long.



by Alma Castañon

Press the 
bu*on ⬇



by Maria Mejia

The girl looking out the window 
makes me think that this time at 
home is to value freedom, and to 
know that nature also needs a rest 
from humanity, now that we are 
home longer we can see what a 
great difference the environment 
makes. Also this girl in the window 
is my daughter studying from home 
getting used to the new modality, 
preparing and working for a better 
future, Thank you.



PANDEMIC PROBLEMS
by Laura Herrera

Sarah and her dog Zac have approximately 20 day 

without being able to leave the house; due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the only way to have contact 

with your family and friends is online. She prepared 

herself buying the most necessary (food, toilet paper, 

medicine and food for her dog. Sarah misses being 

able to leave home and her normal life.



Memoir by Ngoc Dung



Sofia and the Virus 
by Maricruz Morales

Sophia was scared of the virus going around, she isolate 

herself with her dog . She communicate with her family by 

face time .

Sophia was so scared that the city shut down ,she went and 

buy tons of toilet paper , she knows this will be over soon

She is not alone we are all in this together .



PANDEMIC  by Joyce Figueroa Peralta

People does not what was happening because everything change and nobody knows 
how to act

And our normal life change and now everybody need to use a mask and hand sanitizer

No matter where you go, now you have to be careful and help to stop the virus

Doctors are now our superheros and all the community helpers who were working for 
support us

Endless we felt the time to come back to our "normal life" but it is better think 
positive and learn from this experience

Many changes are coming and we need to help with our ideas and commitment to 
make everything easier for everybody

Innovate and improve is necessary in this time and is our mission because the world 
already change and we need to be ready for new and better goals.

Come on! We can do it! I trust on you! Let's be better! Make the world a better place!



A Day in Daniela’s Life 
by Irma Constantino



Li#le Things in Pandemic
by Gwen Huynh

Because of pandemic situation, I and 
my family can't go anywhere else. We 
have to cancel all our summer trip. My 
mom got lots of struggles with her job. 
Fortunately, we can deal with all the 
troubles now. We stay home to keep 
our family members safe. We put 
more effort on playing some indoor 
games. I hope that everyone safe and 
sound.



When Going Outside? by Manuel Valencia



This is my story 
by Elia Alvarado



Lily
by Jesusita Alvarado

Lily is at home . She is sitting in her chair in front of her computer. She is looking 

at the window and is thinking about coronavirus that is outside in her city. She is 

talking with her friends on Zoom. She has been in her room for almost 4 months 

staying safe. When the pandemic started she bought a lot of toilet paper. Usually 

she wears her pajamas and comfortable shoes. Lily spends her time with her dog, 

Toby. When the pandemic dies down, Lily is going to visit her friends and family.



2020
by Nora Villaseñor

Everybody is lives made a 360' turn, we went 

from in person mee:ngs to video calls. Every 

morning Rose and her dog Cody, sit by their 

window and think about the effects of COVID-

19 on the city, and how the people began to 

panic shop like her. As days pass Rose reali:es 

that her way of life will never be the same.



Cristy and the Dog 
by Joel Zamora

I have seen Cristy and the dog is looking 
through the window outside is so 
cloudy, maybe she was thinking when 
or how is going to finish the pandemic 
covid-19. Cristy also chaRng whit her 
friends by zoom on the computer they 
are safe at home.



A Pandemic World 
by Ana K. Ramirez

Ana is a woman that is watching how the world is 
struggling with COVID-19. She is taking advantage of 
this pandemic era in a way she never knew before. She 
is taking online classes during this time, because she 
wants to have a better future. At the same time, she 
and her dog are worried about what will happen next? 
But one thing is for sure she is not going to give up.

A new time is coming for Ana and her family. Although, 
she will not lose hope that the scientists will find a cure 
for COVID-19, and she can be with her loved ones.



One Peaceful Day 
by Cam Van



In Gratitude of My Students
This ‘mini-project’ started as a wriGng prompt at the start of class for my Intermediate Low ESL class. 
Students were given 6 minutes to react to the illustraGon from the The New York Times online secGon of 
The Learning Network. The stories describe COVID-19 fear, uncertainty about the future, and a yearning 
for the recent past. They had free creaGve expression to video record, write a ficGonal story, a personal 
memoir, or a poem--it was up to them to decide the medium and format. 

The picture prompt is called ‘Trapped Inside.’ The exercise led to many wonderful insights of fic#onalized
stories about the girl in the illustraGon, or is it their own experience? What is most important is the 
essence of what they captured using learned vocabulary, grammaGcal structures, and best of all-–their 
imaginaGon.

What I discovered as an instructor, is that we do not always need to assign structured assignments. They 
need to let the arGst or writer inside them tell a story, despite wriGng in a second or third language. I 
thank them for inspiring me to keep growing as an instructor, so that I may find other mediums for them 
to narrate stories.

Finally, thank you to the viewer for listening to creaGvely that was tapped into with by a prompt.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/22/learning/144-picture-prompts-to-inspire-student-writing.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/25/learning/trapped-inside.html

